
The Spirit

Wesley Woods Field Trip is Tuesday, June 9
www.campwesleywoods.com

Rising Þrst-graders through Þfth-graders (rising sixth-graders) are 
invited for a fun-Þlled day at Camp Wesley Woods. We will enjoy an 
adventurous hike to the waterfall, canoeing on the lagoon, and a 
refreshing swim in the pool. Wear your bathing suit and tennis shoes, 
and bring a sack lunch with drink and towel. Please do not bring toys. A 
snack and drink will be provided before we return home. 

Meet in the front parking lot at 8:30 a.m. The bus will leave at 8:45 
and return between 3:30 and 4:00 p.m. The cost is $10 per child. A 
completed, notarized consent form (available in the ofÞce and online) 
and a copy of the childÕs insurance card are required. The registration 
deadline is Friday, June 5. All paperwork must be completed by June 5. 
Pick up consent forms and register in the church ofÞce. We need one 
adult chaperone for every 10 children. If you are interested in joining us 
and for more information contact Sherri Smith at 689-5175 ext. 117.

ConÞrmation Sunday is May 17!
Fourteen sixth-graders of FCUMC have participated in this yearÕs ConÞrmation Class. These youth have 

spent the last nine months being challenged to claim the name of Jesus, and their experiences have 
included: attending a ConÞrmation kick-off party here at the church; weekly Sunday School classes taught 
by Jenny Fowler, Doug Shipman, Terri Goodin, Mary Bolton, Joyce Sterling, Andrew Duncan, Coop and the 
pastors; worshipping with the Jewish Congregation of Temple Beth El and Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church; memorizing scripture; attending ConÞrmation Mega weekend at Lake Junaluska; being prayed for 
by a ÒsecretÓ prayer partner the last nine months; participating in youth group activities; meeting 
individually with one of the pastors.

Many of these youth will be baptized, conÞrmed, and join the church this Sunday, May 17, at 5:00 p.m. 
during a special ConÞrmation service in the Sanctuary. Please plan to be present as we reafÞrm our faith 
and welcome these new members of ChristÕs Holy Church and FCUMC.

The 2008-2009 ConÞrmands are: Lauren Bock, Alea Coble, Kristen Cox, Nikki Earney, Tyler Edwards, 
Jacob Fowler, Andy Hillhouse, Johnny Morgan, Riley Patton, Anna Ripley, Jake Seiber, Alex Shipman, 
Rachel Shipman, and Ben Smith.
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Worship With Us!
May 17, 2009

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Traditional Service (8:30 & 11:00)

ÒTamißu and LEDsÓ
Matthew 5:13-16

Sermon by Don Hanshew

Contemporary Service (11:00)

ÒMr. Potato Head & 
The Journey of FaithÓ

2 Timothy 1:8-12
Sermon by Melissa Smith

ConÞrmation Service
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary



THE PASTOR CORNERED

This Sunday night we hold our annual 
ConÞrmation worship service at 5:00 pm in the 
sanctuary.  Following the service we will have a 
banquet for the ConÞrmation students and their 
families.  This service of worship and 
ConÞrmation is always a blessing.  On behalf of 
the students, families, volunteers and staff who 
have helped walk with these 14 wonderful sixth 
graders, we do hope you are able to come to this 
worship service. 

During the morning services we will invite the 
ConÞrmation students, and all of us, to put their 
trust in Christ and to publicly profess their faith in 
him.  We will also invite them to consider 
whether God may have a calling on their lives for 
full-time Christian service as their career.  So 
many of these youth were baptized as babies 
here, received their second-grade bibles and were 
nurtured in their faith by you as a congregation. 
You have played a key role in helping these young  
adults come to follow Jesus Christ.  

If you will have a sixth through eighth-grade  
student in the fall, we would love to have!them 
join us in the ConÞrmation Journey this fall 2009.  
ConÞrmation is the time when a personal decision 
is made to conÞrm the vows of our baptism.  Here 
at Fountain City United Methodist, this happens as 
groups of students in middle school join together 
for a year long journey of exploring who Christ is, 
what it means to know Him through a life-long 
relationship, and how we follow Him as United 
Methodists.! The ConÞrmation then takes place in 
a ceremony of students publicly declaring their 
commitment to Christ and desire to become full 
adult members of our church family.! Our Þrst 

prayer is that each student involved will commit 
to a real and personal faith.! Our second prayer 
is that they will begin to cherish the rich 
heritage we have as United Methodists.! This 
includes the building of relationships with other 
youth and adults who will support them in their 
faith.!

As we begin to think about the fall, we are 
looking for adults to become a secret prayer 
partner with our ConÞrmands.  It is a 
commitment to pray regularly for a conÞrmation 
student we assign to you and to write a note of 
encouragement!as the student grows in faith.  
We would love to have you join us in this 
ministry.  Contact the Youth Director, Andrew 
Cooper through the church or via email at 
acooper@fountaincityumc.org for more 
information.!

ConÞrmation is not simply a Òrite of 
passage,Ó nor just a class to complete.  It is a 
step in a life-long journey of pursuing!the 
heights, depths and widths of GodÕs love and 
making a vow to live in relationship with Him 
for the rest of our life!  Perhaps all of us can 
embrace this Sunday as an opportunity to renew 
our commitment to be a follower of Christ in a 
public way.  See you Sunday, and invite a friend!

- Don

PRAYER FOCUS
ÒIf you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another.Ó (Galatians 5:15) 

Father God, it seems these words would not apply to us, but if we are honest we know 
that we often do and say things that are hurtful and that do not exhibit Your love, 
mercy and grace.! Convict us of anything that would be harmful to one another and to 
those outside faith in Jesus. !For Jesus sake,!Amen.



CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Dive into Summer
with FCUMC ChildrenÕs Ministry

Dates to Remember:
¥ May 30, 5:00 pm: ECM playdate at Sterchi 

Park. Bring your family and a picnic.

¥ June 2, 6:00-8:30 pm: Church-wide Pool 
Party at Inskip Community Pool.

¥ June 9: Day trip to Camp Wesley Woods 
(All children kindergarten through Þfth 
grade).

¥ June 21, 5:00-7:00 pm: VBS Kick-Off at 
Fountain City Park.

¥ June 22-25, 9:00 am -12:15 pm: VBS daily 
program (must have been 3 years-old by 
September 30, 2008).

¥ July 15 - Wacky Water Wednesday - Family 
Fun on the FCUMC front lawn.

¥ July 31 - Popcorn and a Picture: Movie-
Night fun for the whole family.

¥ August 4, 6:00-8:30 pm: Summer 
Celebration Cookout and Church-wide 
Pool Party at Inskip Community Pool.

¥ August 16 - Promotion Sunday.

VBS ! Register Early!
Sign up to join us for VBS. WeÕre 
looking for helping hands in the 
following areas:

¥ Bayou Bash Ð setup, hospitality, 
games

¥ Decoration Ð Thursday night- 
June 18 (area setups), Sunday-
June 21 (gym setup), Thursday Ð 
June 25 (teardown)

¥ Bayou Crew Leaders Ð (all ages)
¥ CrawÞsh Crafts (elementary age)
¥ Dockside Drive-In 
¥ (elementary age, story)
¥ Swampside Story

(preschool age, story) 

Fear Not! Vacation Bible School is June 21-25
Join us for Crocodile Dock, where fearless kids shine GodÕs light! 

Our Bayou Bash Kickoff will be Sunday, June 21, from 5:00-7:30 
p.m. at Fountain City Park. Bring your family for food, music, games 
and some swamp-stompinÕ fun! Crocodile Dock daily sessions are for 
children three years-old by September 30, 2008 through Þfth grade 
(rising sixth-graders) and will be June 22 Ð 25 from 9:00 a.m. until 
12:15 p.m. Registration forms are in the Preschool hallway and the 
church ofÞce. 

All VBS adult volunteers must be Safe Sanctuary trained. If you 
are interested in volunteering and need training please contact Sherri 
Smith at 689-5175 ext. 117 for the next available training date.

 Please welcome Laura Byrge who joined our 
church at the 11:00 traditional worship service on 
Sunday, May 10, 2009. Laura was received by 
transfer from First Broad Street United Methodist 
Church in Kingsport, TN. Pictured with Laura is 
her husband and fellowship friend, Jim, as well as 
their son Caden who was baptized during the 
worship service. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS



Friday, May 15
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Saturday, May 16
10:00 AM Basketball Practice Ð Gencay (Gym)

Sunday, May 17
  8:30 AM Worship (Sanctuary)+
  9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
  9:45 AM Sunday School for all ages (Church-wide)
11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary)+
   The Journey Contemporary Worship (Gym)+
  3:00 PM GriefShare (Susanna Wesley)*
  5:00 PM ConÞrmation Service (Sanctuary)+
  6:00 PM ConÞrmation Banquet (Gym)
   High School Growth Groups (Various Rooms)
   Disciple I (Room 137)
   Bible Study (Nichols) (Room 136)
   Bible Study (Lytle) (Room 117)
   ConÞrmation Banquet (Gym)
  7:00 PM OffeRing Youth Handbell Rehearsal

Monday, May 18
  8:30 AM Preschool CPR Class (Wesley Hall)
  9:00 AM Aerobics (M-W-F) (Gym)
10:00 AM Knitters (Room 137)
  3:30 PM The Net (Monday-Friday)
  4:30 PM Dance for Joy (Fellowship Hall)
  5:00 PM Weight Watchers (Choir Room)
  6:30 PM Financial Peace University (Room 138)*
  7:00 PM Cub Scout Pack Meeting (Wesley Hall)
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Tuesday, May 19
  7:00 AM MenÕs Bible Study (Room 137)
  9:00 AM Staff Meeting (Room 208)
10:00 AM Bridge (Youth Room)
  4:00 PM OffeRing II Youth Handbells (Handbell Room)
  5:00 PM Dance for Joy (Fellowship Hall)
  6:30 PM Net Ministry Team Meeting (Room 138)*

Wednesday, May 20
  4:00 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
  5:30 PM Youth Pizza (Youth Room)
  6:00 PM Youth Choir Tour Parent Meeting (Choir Room)
   Youth Finals Break (Various Rooms)
  6:30 PM Caregivers Support Group (Room 112)
  7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)*
   The Journey Band Rehearsal (Wesley Hall)*

(Wednesday, continued)
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Thursday, May 21
  5:30 PM Dance for Joy (Sanctuary)
  6:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting (Room 136)
  7:30 PM Volleyball (Gym)*
  9:00 PM MenÕs Basketball (Gym)

Friday, May 22
12:00 PM Circle 11 Wesley House Luncheon 
   (Wesley Hall)
  5:30 PM Dance for Joy Recital (Sanctuary)
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Saturday, May 23
10:00 AM Basketball Practice Ð Gencay (Gym)
  5:30 PM Open Door Community Meal (Gym)

* Childcare provided for children from birth to Þfth grade
+ Activities provided for children from birth through 3-year- 
old Sunday school.

Construction Update
!The weather was not very cooperative last 

week, but we are still making progress!

¥ New construction is continuing on ChildrenÕs 
Welcome Center; the roof is installed.

¥ Air conditioning units in Sunday school rooms 
behind the Sanctuary continue to be installed.

¥ The elevator is working!

¥ The public area around the elevator is almost 
completed.

¥ Air conditioning is working in the Sanctuary, 
Preschool / ECM area, most of the second ßoor 
and the gym.

Thanks again for your patience through all the 
changes. We are deÞnitely not completed, but well 
on the way to a greatly improved church facility.

CHURCH CALENDAR: MAY 15 ! MAY 23, 2009

Emergency On Call - May 15-17
Don Hanshew

May Drivers
Morning: Harry McLeod
After Church: Joe Eldridge

Medical Transportation: Jean Payne

Stephen Ministry: Gail Clift

Intercessory Prayer
Mary Bolton; Tom Harrington



High School Graduates
On Sunday, May 3 the youth group honored our 

2009 high school graduates at the Graduate Dinner.! 
This weekend, thirteen FCUMC members will graduate 
from high school.! Our 2009 high school graduates are:! 
Tyler Bates, Courtney Benshoof, Caroline Burroughs, 
Kaiti Howell, Ronnie Jones, Shanteen Kingsbury, Caty 
Knoefel, Jamie Maples, Madelyn Martin, Carol Ann 
Routh, Caitlin Taylor, Joseph Westmoreland, and Katy 
Woodcock.

!

Go College Grads:
YES Ð We have more graduates to celebrate! 

Andi Campbell Ð B.S. in Public Relations
Middle Tennessee State University

Amanda Thorns - B.A. in Theater, Minor in Anthropology
Arizona State University Honors College

!

Youth Parent Meeting
Calling all youth parents! Sunday, May 31, we will 

have a youth parent meeting at 6:00 pm in Wesley Hall.! 
Due to this yearÕs budget constraints we have one 
summer youth worker instead of 2-3.! Therefore we need 
extra parent support for our weekly summer activities.! 
Please make plans to attend to Þnd out where you can 
help.! We will also go over details for both the high 
school and middle school mission trips.! See ya on the 
31st!

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS IN MEMORY AND HONOR

 Capital Campaign: In Memory Of: 
Cecil Meek by Bobbie Searcy; Harold Bible, 
Dewey Lemmons by John & Anna Mays

 Fountain City Ministry Center : In Memory Of: 
Jay & Mabel DeLapp by Tom Harrington

WITH SYMPATHY
Our sympathy is extended to Henry & Jean 
Cunningham in the death of HenryÕs brother, 
Robert Cunningham, who passed away on 
May 5, 2009. 

HOLY BAPTISM
Caden Gregory Byrge

Baptized Sunday, May 10, 2009
We rejoice with Caden and his parents,
Jim & Laura (and two big brothers Matthew & 
Trey). 

May Focus of Salt & Light
 The focus for the May Salt & Light special 
giving to missions is the ministry Give Ye Them 
To Eat (GYTTE).  GYTTE was founded in 1977 
as a social outreach project of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico to combat hunger and 
poverty in the rural sector. The purpose of the 
"Give Ye Them to Eat" program (GYTTE) is to 
strengthen the capabilities of marginalized 
people and communities to meet their basic 
needs, and to determine and sustain a just and 
integrated development process.

 Stop by the bulletin board near Wesley 
Hall to learn more about this important 
ministry.

Upcoming Youth Events
¥ May 17: Middle School Summer Mission Trip $50 

deposit and registration due

¥ May 20: Youth Finals Break 6:00-7:00 (Youth Choir will 
rehearse until 5:30, we will have pizza at 5:30 for $2, 
the gym and Wesley Hall will be open for games and 
fellowship from 6:00-7:00 p.m.)

¥ May 20: ParentÕs Choir Tour Meeting in the 
Choir Room at 6:00. 

¥ May 26-30: Youth Choir/Handbell Tour

¥ May 31, 6:00 p.m. - Youth Parent Meeting

¥ June 7-13: High School mission trip to Charleston, SC

¥ July 26-31: Middle School Mission trip to Marion, VA
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OUR PRAYERS
Members in the Hospital as of May 12, 2009
(removed for privacy)

Members Recently Discharged from the Hospital
(removed for privacy)

OUR PRESENCE
Sunday, May 10, 2009
Sunday School        470
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship    232
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship   363
11:00 a.m. The Journey      117
WEE Worship (8:30 & 11:00)       65
Total Morning Worship                777
Wednesday Fellowship Meal (5/6)   149

OUR GIFTS
Received 5/4-5/10          $24,138.06
Year to Date         $499,247.34
Expenses to Date        $462,665.71
Difference            $36,581.63
Salt & Light (May)            $90

OUR SERVICE
May 8:30 Ushers: Barry Clabough, Louanne 
Clabough, Head Ushers; R. C. Condon, 
Liz Brown

May 11:00 Ushers: Allen Chamberlain, John 
Mays, Head Ushers; Anna Mays, Chad & Janelle 
Browning, Steve & Joni Coker, Claude & Carol 
Johnson, Bob Bryan, Jeff & Carol Rudolph

May Journey Ushers: Becky & Michael Swanger

May Greeters:  Robert & Diane Greve, Bill & 
Nancy Cloud, Doug & Anne Dalton, Ron & Roz 
Irwin, Wanda Majors, Dottie McComas

The Spiri"  Bible Question
Question: Which one of NoahÕs sons disgraced him 

and received a curse upon his descendants?

Know the answer? 
Email your answer to aduncan@fountaincityumc.org.

Last WeekÕs Answer:MosesÕ son was named 
Gershom. (Exodus 2:22)

Congratulations to Carol Sewell, Kent Williams, 
Linda Turmo, and Linda Whittaker!


