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Nicaragua 2010 
Looking for a way to serve God and tell others about his love across 

the world? Join the FCUMC mission team as they travel to Leon, Nicaragua 
July 16-23, 2010.  Come find out more information about this trip on 
Sunday, January 17 at 4:00 p.m. in the choir room.  We will give you all 
the information you will need to know (and more). Look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 

Do we love missions or what? 
We have told people for years that “nobody loves missions like 

Fountain City United Methodist Church loves missions.”  Well, you have 
helped to prove my point yet again. We are thrilled to tell you that we 
have received over $9,200 for missions just during this Advent season.  
Over $7,600 of this amount came through the mission gift cards that went 
to support the Jubilee Project, the Fountain City Ministry Center, and clean 
water for Sudan.  The Christmas Eve offering for the Fountain City Ministry 
Center totaled over $1,600.  What an incredible celebration! 

Thank you for helping us impact lives in our community, within our 
Holston Conference, and around the world.  May God continue to give us 
the opportunity to share his love to people through our words and our 
deeds. 
 

Learning From Friends              
From medical professionals to stay-at-home parents, there are many 

gifted and talented people in our church.  Have you ever wondered how 
they live out their faith at work and home?  Would you like to know some 
of their best-practices in their profession that you can apply to your life 
situation?  Starting January 13 and continuing on Wednesday nights 
through February 10 we will line up some of your friends from church to 
teach and inspire us. 

Learning From Friends January 13, 6:30-7:30 in Wesley Hall 
Topic: Estate Planning Essentials 

We welcome attorney Jay Garrison (FCUMC member) and Roger 
Redding, Executive Director of the Holston Conference Foundation, on 
January 13.  In this hour you will hear essentials, receive handouts, and 
have questions answered about estate planning, why a will is important, 
why you need a power of attorney, what a living will is, how to maximize 
your IRA benefit, how to gift the church during your estate planning, and 
more.  You are never too old or too young to think about estate planning.  
Invite a friend.  We hope to see you there. 
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January 10, 2010 

New Saints Sunday 

Traditional Services (8:30 & 11:00) 

“Pick up the Baby!” 

Luke 2:25-35  

Sermon by Jim Whedbee 
 

Contemporary Service (11:00) 

 
Shattered Dreams 

“From the Pit to the Palace” 

Genesis 50: 14-21  

Sermon by Melissa Smith 
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January 13, 2010 

Fellowship Meal Menu (5:30) 

Salisbury Steak with Mushroom 
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Rolls, Cole Slaw, Apple Crisp 

On the light side: Baked Chicken 
Breast, Green Beans 

Kid’s Menu: Cheeseburger and Tots, 
Cookies, Fresh Fruit, Fresh Veggies & 

Dip 

Adults $6, Children (5th grade and 
under) $3; Families of 3 or more $16, 

Seniors (65+) $5 

Make your reservations online, on the 
worship attendance card, or call the 

church office before noon on 
Tuesday, January 12. 

212 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918 • (865) 689-5175; 689-4693 fax • www.fountaincityumc.org�
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Emergency On Call  
January 8 -10: Melissa Smith 
 

January Drivers 
Morning: Harry McLeod 
After Church: Leroy Hatcher 

Medical Transportation: Jean Payne 

Stephen Ministry: Gail Clift 

Intercessory Prayer 
Mary Bolton; Tom Harrington 

If I had the time and the real desire to do so, I 
would sift through all my calendars since June, 2002, 
and count how many meetings I have been a part of at 
Fountain City United Methodist Church.  I’m pretty 
sure it would be less than a million but more than a 
thousand.  Just a quick, somewhat educated guess 
would put it somewhere between 1500 and 2000 – 
not counting staff meetings and other meetings with 
staff.  That would probably at least double the number. 

Some meetings have been more “enjoyable” than 
others.  Some have left us with more questions than 
answers.  Others have allowed us to solve some 
issues.  Almost all (if not all) have provided 
opportunity for laughter somewhere along the way.  
Some have been more productive than others.  And 
while certainly there has been healthy and helpful 
disagreement, I cannot recall that there was any rancor 
among the participants.  We have always begun by 
asking for God’s guidance.  Sometimes we have asked 
for God’s blessing on what we do.  More often, 
perhaps, we should ask that we would bless what God 
is doing. 

At any rate, there are still some meetings to come 
in the next few weeks that will impact the outreach 
efforts of our church for some time to come.  We are 
in the midst of some rather difficult meetings right 
now.  Unfortunately, these usually involve discussion 
about – yep -- $$.  In a meeting Sunday night of our 
leadership team, we took a serious look at what might 
lie ahead for us in 2010 as far as ministry/staffing 
changes.  The Finance Committee will be meeting 
next Monday, January 11, to put together some 
recommendations for the Church Council in a later 
meeting. 

Before all final figures are reported, it appears we 
will be closing the year with a $25,000 liability to our 
line of credit.  This is considerably better than we 

feared only a month ago.  Thanks to your generosity 
we were able to cover the expenses of $1,356,457 
with only this shortfall.  However, that is also 
because we have kept spending to an absolute bare 
minimum, including no new ministries or efforts; and 
some existing ones have been cut back.  Still, we 
have much for which to be thankful in an 
unfortunate economic environment.  You will 
receive a more complete report after all the 2009 
numbers have been recorded.  Meanwhile, if you 
have questions, please feel free to contact John 
Patterson, our church administrator. 

Our pledges to support our 2010 ministries are 
about $60,000 behind the commitments for 2009.   
We have about 40 families/giving units who pledged 
for 2009 and have continued to give faithfully but 
who have not yet returned a card for 2010.  We feel 
this is probably an oversight on the part of most of 
these folks.  If you are one of these or another one 
who has not yet made a pledge, let me encourage 
you to return a card as soon as possible as to what 
you think the minimum will be that you will be able 
to give to support our ministries in 2010. This will 
certainly enable us to make some better decisions as 
to how we will continue to reach out in the name of 
Christ in the year to come. 

For those who have given and will give, we 
thank you.  For those who are unable to give, we 
thank you for other ways in which you support our 
ministries.   In all this, I pray for wisdom and faith on 
the part of us all.  I pray that our meetings will, as 
always, be those that celebrate our blessings and that 
will move us forward in the name and spirit of Christ.  
I ask for your prayers also.  It will make life easier in 
the upcoming meetings; but, more importantly, it will 
enhance our efforts for Christ’s work.  

- Jim 
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• Beginner Spanish Class starting January 12 at Church Street UMC 

• January Salt & Light - Amani Children’s Home in Tanzania, East Africa 
• Financial Peace University Preview, January 13, 6:30 p.m., Room 138 

• Please have all articles for “The Spirit” submitted by 12:00 p.m. on Mondays 
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Change in “The Spirit” 
Publication 

Because of reduced funding available for ministry in 
2010, the printing and mailing of “The Spirit” will be 
done on an every-other-week schedule beginning 
January 26. February 2 will be the first week “The Spirit” 
will not be printed. This will help the church realize a 
savings of approximately $600 each month.  Weekly 
updates will still be in the Sunday bulletins, on the 
website, and emailed to those who subscribe to “The 
Spirit” via email. To have “The Spirit” emailed to you, 
please visit the website to subscribe or notify Andrew 
Duncan at aduncan@fountaincityumc.org.  

We hope this won’t cause any inconvenience for 
you, but we are finding that we need to respond in 
different ways to our current economic situation.   If you 
have any questions, please contact John Patterson, our 
church administrator. 
 

UMW Meeting, January 12 
UMW Ladies! Circles meet at 10:00 a.m. and 

General meeting at 10:45 a.m. We plan to have a 
memorial and pledge service and Melissa Smith will 
have our program. Ladies, plan to stay for lunch. 
 
 

Special Workshop for Teachers 
January 30, 9:00– 12:00 p.m., Choir Room 

Want to spend more time teaching kids about Jesus 
with less distractions? Want peace in your classroom 
instead of power struggles? Whether you work in a 
classroom during the week or serve our children in 
Sunday school, Wednesday nights, or small groups, this 
class is for you! Learn quick and easy preventative 
interventions for discipline. Guide students to own and 
solve problems and learn how to use choices to create a 
positive learning environment. 

This class will be led by Elizabeth Kose and is 
offered to you at no charge through Children’s Ministry 
and Parenting Partners. Register at our church Welcome 
Center by January 25 – it helps us plan! Childcare is 
limited. Please pre-register your children by contacting 
Sherri Smith at ssmith@fountaincityumc.org . 

Mark - Store – Sell 
With the New Year comes cleaning out the old. If you 

have space in your basement, then please store and hold. 
Mark your Calendar for May 1, Rummage Sale Day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Divine Rhythm: Young Adult 
Conference 

Are you a young adult who is looking for a way 
to help your relationship with God grow?  Then 
Divine Rhythm is the conference for you!  Created 
specifically for young adults between the ages of 18-
35, Divine Rhythm will involve inspiring worship 
services, creative workshops, and renewing 
fellowship time with other Christians.  Plan to join 
other young adults from Fountain City United 
Methodist Church January 29-31, 2010.  The cost is 
inexpensive and it will be an awesome spiritual 
encounter for you.  Contact Melissa Smith for more 
information or check out divinerhythm.com.  
 

UMW Circle 6 
Circle 6 of the United Methodist Women will 

now be meeting on the 2nd Thursday evening of 
each month beginning January 14 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Wesley Hall. Please make a note of this change. If 
you are not involved in a Circle and are interested in 
seeing what the UMW is all about, we would love to 
have you visit with us! A light meal and brief 
devotion will be part of the meeting. Hope to see 
you there! 
 

Here and Now Then and There  
 A Study of the Book of Revelation 

 Monday morning Bible study resumes on 
January 25 at 9:30 a.m.  We will studying “Here and 
Now Then and There” by Beth Moore.  It is a twelve 
week study using a DVD and a listening guide.  Cost 
of the guide is $9.00. Call the church office to 
register or visit the church web site for online 
registration.  
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If Knox County Schools are closed due to 
inclement weather, Preschool and other 

activities at the church are also cancelled. 
The church website will be updated with 

weather news as well. 
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Friday, January 8 (IHN Continues) 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room) 

Saturday, January 9 (IHN Continues) 
  9:00 AM CMT Planning Retreat (Wesley Hall)* 

Sunday, January 10 
  8:30 AM Worship (Sanctuary)+ 
  9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
  9:45 AM Sunday School for all ages (Church-wide) 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)+ 
   The Journey Contemporary  Worship (Gym)+ 
  4:00 PM Disciple I Bible Study (Room 208) 
  5:00 PM Offering Handbells (Bell Room) 
  6:00 PM Divorce Care (Room 111)* 
   Tween Team Studio (Choir Room) 
   Youth Growth Groups (Various Rooms)* 
   Esther Bible Study (Room 206) 
   Sunday Night Bible Study (Room 137) 
  7:15 PM College Bible Study (Panera) 
   Youth Choir Tour Planning (Panera) 

Monday, January 11 
  8:30 AM Preschool (M-F) 
  9:00 AM Aerobics (M,W,F) 
  3:00 PM The NET (M-F) 
  4:30 PM Dance For Joy (Fellowship Hall) 
   Weight Watchers (Choir Room) 
  6:00 PM Preschool Staff Meeting (Room 138)* 
   Finance Meeting (Room 202) 
   NET Ministry Team (Room 137)* 
  7:00 PM Cub Scout Den Meetings (Various Rooms) 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room) 

Tuesday, January 12 
  7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study (Room 137) 
10:00 AM UMW Meeting (Wesley Hall) 
  4:00 PM Offering II Handbells (Bell Room) 
  5:00 PM Dance For Joy (Fellowship Hall) 
  7:00 PM Thinking Positively Support Group  
    (Choir Room) 

Wednesday, January 13 
  4:00 PM Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
  5:00 PM Genesis Handbells (Bell Room) 
  5:30 PM Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal (Gym) 
  6:30 PM Wednesday Night Live Children’s Activities: 
     various rooms, activities provided  
     for children from birth through  5th 
     grade Sunday school 
   Middle School Youth Group (Youth Room) 
     High School Youth Group (Net Room)   
   Caregivers (Room 112) 
   Family Ministry Team (Room 201) 
   Financial Peace University (Room 138) 
   Learning From Friends (Wesley Hall) 
   Pastor’s Bible Study (Room 137) 
   Toller’s Handbells (Bell Room) 
  7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)* 
  7:45 PM The Journey Rehearsal (136)* 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room) 

Thursday, January 14 
  5:00 PM Dance For Joy (Fellowship Hall) 
  6:30 PM UMW Circle 6 (Wesley Hall) 
  7:30 PM Volleyball (Gym) 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room) 

Friday, January 15 
  4:00 PM High School Resurrection 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room) 

Saturday, January 16 
  High School Resurrection Continues 
 

* Childcare provided for children from birth to fifth grade 
if previously arranged 
+ Activities provided for children from birth through 3-
year-old Sunday school 
 

Make A Gift Toward a GED 
Starting January 25, we will launch a GED 

program that will reach into our community and 
help those seeking a better future through education.  
It will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays from 
5:30-7:30 p.m.  Unlike any other GED program in 
Knoxville, we will offer free childcare. A 
complimentary meal will also be provided for the 
participants during Wednesday night fellowship.  
Books for one student cost $50.  We are expecting 
10 students by spring and would welcome a gift of 
$50 or more to help us provide scholarships for 
those in need.  Would you consider making a gift?  
Please mark your check GED.  For more information 
about how to support this developing ministry, or to 
become a trained tutor, contact Jeanette Jensen at 
925-4199. 

Upcoming Youth Events 
 

January 10: Growth Groups Resume 
 

January 15-17: Resurrection 2010 - High School 
January 22-24: Resurrection 2010 - Middle School 
 

February 7, 5:00 p.m.: Super Bowl Party 
Ski Get-A-Way registration and $80 deposit due 

 

February 14: UT Lady Vols vs Florida. Tickets $8, 
leaving after 11:00 worship. 
 

February 27: Ski Get-A-Way balance due 
 

February 20 – 21, Winter Place, WV: Ski  Get-A-
Way Weekend.  
 

March 7: Confirmation Class Retreat registration 
due 
 

March 19-21, Lake Junaluska: Confirmation Class 
Retreat 
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New Year! New Opportunities! 
As you plan for the new year, come take a look at 

our Rotation Sunday School calendar. Rotation Sunday 
School serves children from three years old through fifth 
grade. Teaching opportunities are available in art, story, 
food and science, games, and music. Each five week 
rotation, ten servants are needed to teach the stories of 
Jesus to our children. Our next rotation begins on 
Sunday, January 17. Teaching packets are available for 
pick up at the welcome desk. For more information 
contact Sherri Smith at ssmith@fountaincityumc.org. 
Thank you for loving our children! Come be blessed in 
the new year!  
 
 

Children’s Christmas Cards 
Kids have the most amazing ways of helping us see 

things in a new way. What a blessing to see the birth of 
Christ through their eyes and their artwork! Thank you 
to all of our artists who shared Christmas with us on our 
greeting cards! Through your support, creative direction 
and leadership of Rebecca Bales and Tim Sharp, we 
have collected over $500 from this project to be used to 
support missions for kids. Glory to God in the highest!  
 
 
 

Warm Hands:  
Warm Hearts 
 

The Jubilee Project is an ongoing mission 
to support families in the impoverished community of 
Sneedville, Tennessee. During the 2009 Christmas 
season, 178 pairs of gloves and mittens, 71 toboggans 
and hats, scarves, socks, and undies were collected to 
support Jubilee. Many of these gifts were given in honor 
of the many ways our church family serves and supports 
ministry inside and outside our church walls. As you 
pass red mittens displayed in our hallways, please pray 
that children who receive these items to keep their 
hands warm will have their hearts warmed by the love 
of Christ. 
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Capital Campaign: In Honor Of: Liz Kilday, Daniel 
Kilday by Genie & Bill Kilday 
 

Fountain City Ministry Center: In Honor Of: Tom 
Harrington, Rick Harrington by Carl & Suzanne Sloan 
 

Scholarship Fund: In Honor of: Ruth Sloan by Larry & 
Susan Sloan 
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Our sympathy is extended to Mary 
Simpson in the death of her brother, 
Bill Floyed, on December 31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Birthday Blessings!  

We were blessed by a visitor during Jesus' birthday 
party on Sunday, December 20. Mary (a.k.a. Mrs. 
Conda Mize, Kim Meade's mother) joined us for our 
celebration and shared the story of Jesus’ birth with 
children from two years old through fifth grade. A 
stillness and quiet fell over the gym as she captivated 
young and old with the special telling of our Savior's 
birth. Thank you, Mrs. Mize. You helped make the 
Christmas story “real” for us.   

We are blessed with the many shepherds, leaders, 
musicians, parents and others who helped organize, 
lead and serve to make this a special time of worship 
and celebration for our children. Thank you to Kristi 
Poole, our event organizer, for your leadership. Go 
team!  

We shared our blessings by bringing gifts in honor 
of the baby Jesus. Gift bags filled with baby clothes, 
blankets, diapers, and lotions were donated to the Hope 
Resource Center of Knoxville. Thank you for your 
support! 

Do you know …. 
 

How old was Jesus when he began his ministry? 

Know the answer?  Email your answer to 
spirit@fountaincityumc.org 

Last Week’s Answer: The Twelve Days of Christmas  
starts with Christmas Day and ends with the eve of 

Epiphany on January 5 

Congratulations to Eddy & Buzzy Freeman for the 
correct answer! 
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Members Recently Discharged from the Hospital  
(removed for privacy) 
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Sunday, January 3, 2010 
Sunday School              423 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship          141 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship        274 
11:00 a.m. The Journey         82 
WEE Worship (8:30 & 11:00)            35 
Total Morning Worship                     532 
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General Fund 
Received 12/28 –12/31   $12,624.40 
2009 Received           $1,352,513.27 
2009 Expenses           $1,356,457.22 
Difference                                     (-$3,943.95) 
Salt & Light (December)              $323.00 
Received 1/1 –1/3     $22,532.91 

� 

)������D+*��
January 8:30 Ushers: Barry &  Louanne Clabough, 
Head Ushers; Jack Ridenour, Larry Smith  
January 11:00 Ushers: John Bolton, Gary Bentley, 
Head Ushers; Mike Rogers, Sherman & Elizabeth 
Morton, Ken & Angela Lett, Charlie Durham, Bob & 
Anne Nichols, Reuben and Lou Ann Holland  
January Journey Ushers: 
Gene & Mandy Patton and family, Debbie Agnew  
January Greeters:  
Cheryl Bible, Susy Gray, Sherry VanMeter, Phil & 
Dixie Bopp, Joe & Claudia Walsh, Susan Norton, 
Wanda Majors 

Upcoming Children’s Events 
 

• January 9: Children’s Ministry Team 

• January 30: Love & Logic Teacher Workshop 

• Feb 6 - Valentine Dance 


