
The Spirit
Good News!

Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce that it is 
expected that all three of our pastors will be reappointed to FCUMC at 
the conclusion of Annual Conference, June 17.

Jim Whedbee will begin his 8th year as our senior pastor.  Don 
Hanshew also begins his 8th year as associate pastor.  Melissa Smith has 
been with us nine years but is in her 4th year as an associate pastor.

We thank God for providing three dedicated Christians to work with 
us as we make disciples for Jesus Christ.

- Carol Sewell, Chair, Staff-Parish

Holston Annual Conference Convenes on 
Sunday, June 14

Under the theme of “Offer Them Christ,” and beginning Sunday 
evening, June 14, members of the Holston Annual Conference will 
gather at Lake Junaluska to begin our annual session of business, 
worship and Bible study.  The session will conclude on Wednesday 
afternoon, June 17, with the fixing of the pastoral appointments for the 
Conference’s 900+ churches.  The lead speaker and preacher will be 
the Rev. Adam Hamilton, founding pastor of the United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.

Rev. Hamilton was named Distinguished Evangelist of the United 
Methodist Church by the Foundation for Evangelism.  The church he 
serves has grown from four people in 1990 to over 12,000 adult 
members, with an average weekly worship attendance of more than 
7,500.  We look forward to his leadership.

There are 17 people from FCUMC who will be voting members of 
our Conference.  Our church’s members to the Conference are Alta 
Huskey, Carol Lytle and Brennan Smith.  There are other laity who 
represent the district and Conference in various ways as well as our 
pastors and other clergy who are related to our church.

A schedule for the week is available in the church office.  Please 
be in prayer for the Conference so that all members of the Conference 
can return to our churches more ready and eager than ever to “Offer 
Them Christ.”
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Worship With Us!
June 14, 2009

Traditional Service (8:30 & 11:00)

“Learning from a Loser” 
1 Kings 6:38-7:1

Sermon by Don Hanshew

Contemporary Service (11:00)

“Tired, Worn, and 
Burned-Out on Religion”

Matthew 11:28-30
Sermon by Melissa Smith

Special Conference 
O! ering For Sudan

 This Sunday we join with 
other United Methodist churches 
throughout the Holston 
Conference in supporting the 
mission initiative and covenant of 
helping the people of Sudan.  Your 
support will go a long way in 
providing clean water, classroom 
space, educational scholarships to 
Africa University, and 
scholarships for Sudanese 
children to attend school in 
Kampala, Uganda. 

 We invite you to join with 
others this Sunday in making a 
special offering designated in the 
memo line “Sudan Mission 
Offering.”  For more information 
on Sudan Missions, visit 
sudanhope.holston.org.



THE PASTOR CORNERED

Have you ever been out with friends for a meal 
and out of a kind gesture you offered to pay for the 
meal, but then had the friend gently, but persistently, 
refuse the offer? My experience has been that those 
of us who are often quick to offer grace are frequently 
the very ones who are less likely to be a good grace 
receiver.  We may be the first ones to ask how 
someone is doing, but the last ones to talk about how 
we are doing.   Why do we do that?

The blessing of being a grace giver is only 
equaled by the blessing of being a grace receiver.  To 
bake someone a casserole and give it to them when 
they are sick is a labor of love, and just as much a 
blessing of grace to the giver as to the receiver.  None 
of us would ever want to rob someone of a blessing, 
but I feel that when we decline an offer to receive 
help, we may be doing just that.  

As pastors we want to create an ever widening 
circle of people who develop a meaningful 
relationship with Jesus and then personally discover 
creative and significant ways they can use God-given 
gifts to help serve Christ.  We become a blessing to 
each other; more importantly, we become a witness 
to those who are yet to know Christ.

Is there a way we can both grow the church and 
be a blessing to others?  As pastors, we think so.  

As pastors we strive hard to provide meaningful 
congregational care to those who are in need and are 
connected to the church.  Even with our best efforts 
we find that we, as clergy, can never visit our shut-ins 
enough, take care of all who are going through 
surgery and recovery, and the myriad of other more 
unique transitions in life that would benefit from 
spiritual care.  In reality, the congregation as a whole 
does not expect us to.  Strong ministries developed 
by Sunday School classes and Circles often reach out 
to those who are homebound, sick, and going 
through grief.  Ministries like Grief Share, Divorce 
Care, Caregivers Support, and Stephen Ministry all 

create ways to help us as a congregation taking 
care of us as a congregation.  This is an impressive 
list that is not inclusive of all that is accomplished 
by the many gifted members of our congregation!

In the next few weeks, we will be introducing 
a new ministry designed to deepen and broaden 
the level of congregational care that is provided 
by the church.  As clergy, we are training Stephen 
Ministers (and others of like mind) to add another 
level of care to those who are in the hospital and 
are homebound.  As a congregation, you can 
expect to see some of these trained members visit 
in hospitals and nursing homes over the next few 
weeks.  These church members will be wearing a 
badge that clearly identifies them by name and 
the name of the church.  These members are not 
counselors nor preachers.  They are, first and 
foremost, people who love and care for others and 
want to walk with others through some of life’s 
transition times.  They are people who have a 
passion for making sure that others know of 
Christ’s love and care for them.  They are giving 
freely of their time and energy to serve others!  We 
hope you allow yourself to be blessed by receiving 
care from these gifted individuals, and allow 
these members the blessing of using their gifts and 
skills in a meaningful way.  All of what happens 
during a visit is held in strict confidence, only 
shared with pastors.   

Please know that we as pastors will continue 
to do hospital and homebound visits.  However, 
there will be times when you will be blessed by 
seeing them instead of us!  Adding this new level 
of congregational care only helps us as a church 
strengthen our bonds of Christian love within our 
walls and out.  What a wonderful way for us to 
both grow the church and be a blessing to others. 

- Don

PRAYER FOCUS
Romans 8:26! “...the Spirit helps in our weakness.! We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express.”

In this time of uncertainty in the lives of so many, Father, we indeed do not know how 
to pray.!Thank you for Your Spirit that knows exactly what we need.!Help us to trust 
Your Spirit to intercede for each and every situation in the life of our church family.!In 
JesusÕ precious name, Amen.



CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Be a Part of Our VBS Service 
Projects!
Project #1: Detergent

For one of our service projects during VBS, 
we're collecting boxes of powdered laundry 
detergent that will be scooped out into individual 
loads for folks coming to the Fountain City 
Ministry Center. We'd appreciate your donation of 
detergent very much! Look for drop off locations 
in the children's area at church.

Project #2: Books for the Bayou

We will also be collecting new and gently 
used children's books that will be donated to 
women and children's shelters in Louisiana. Clean 
out those bookshelves at home and see if you 
have some books you can share to pass on the gift 
of literature to kids in need. Look for drop-off 
locations in the children's area.

Send a Net - Save a Life
How much would you pay if you could help 

save a life of someone?  What if you knew that for 
$10, you could save a life?  Well, it’s true! 

The June focus for Salt & Light special 
missions giving is the “Nothing but Nets” 
movement.  Nothing but Nets helps to supply 
mosquito nets to African countries that struggle 
with malaria.  By providing one insecticide-
treated net for $10, you can help protect a family 
of four for up to four years.  Check out the bulletin 
board near Wesley Hall for more information 
about how to get involved.

Hungry? Save the Date!
Looking for a way to support a good cause 

and get a great meal at the same time? Come to 
the Nicaragua fundraising meal on Sunday, June 
28 at 12:15 p.m.  We will have a fabulous meal 
together and you will be helping to support the 
Nicaragua mission team at the same time.

Got Vitamins?  We Need Them!
The Nicaragua mission team is in need of both 

children’s chewable and adult vitamins to take 
with us when we travel to Nicaragua in July.  
These vitamins are extremely expensive to 
purchase in Nicaragua but are vital for good 
health.  You can drop off vitamins in the collection 
box in the Narthex or in the church office.  Thanks 
in advance for your help!

VBS Volunteer Training
We ask that all youth and adult VBS volunteers 

attend the VBS Volunteer Training Meeting on 
Monday, June 15, 7:00 p.m. Childcare is 
provided.

IHN/Family Promise 
Week of Service

Our church will again be serving meals for the 
Interfaith Hospitality Network program!at 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church for 
the week of!June 14-20. Thank you to all our 
Sunday School classes that are preparing the food 
for each night. There will be a total of 18 people 
served at!each meal.

IHN Coordinators,
Dot Avers, Evelyn Condon and Susan Schumpert

Do Missions while on Vacation!
Travel size toiletry items are needed!! In 2010, 

our church!will once again be a Host Church 
for!IHN Guests (Family Promise - Interfaith 
Hospitality Network).! We will need!travel size 
toiletry items as we prepare!to!make goody bags 
for each of our guests.! While you are traveling 
this summer, you may work on this mission 
project by!picking up those complimentary hotel/
motel travel size toiletry items and bringing them 
to the church.! Please drop them in the!green box 
outside Wesley Hall.! If you have any questions 
please call Julie Knoefel.!



Friday, June 12 - High School Mission Trip cont.
  9:00 AM Aerobics (Gym)
11:00 AM JOY Club (Wesley Hall)
  6:00 PM South College Pinning Ceremony (Various)
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Saturday, June 13
10:00 AM Basketball Practice – Gencay (Gym)
  6:00 PM High School Mission Trip returns

Sunday, June 14 -Annual Conference
  8:30 AM Worship (Sanctuary)+
  9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)
  9:45 AM Sunday School for all ages (Church-wide)
11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary)+
   The Journey Contemporary Worship (Gym)+
  3:00 PM GriefShare (Susanna Wesley)*
  6:00 PM Bible Study (Nichols) (Room 136)

Monday, June 15 - Annual Conference
  9:00 AM Aerobics (Gym)
  5:00 PM Weight Watchers (Choir Room)
  6:00 PM Safe Sanctuary Training (Room 136)*
  6:30 PM Financial Peace University (Room 137)*
  7:00 PM VBS Volunteer Orientation Meeting (Choir Rm)*
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Tuesday, June 16 - Annual Conference
  7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study (Room 137)
  9:00 AM Staff Meeting (Room 208)
10:00 AM Bridge (Youth Room)

Wednesday, June 17 - Annual Conference
  9:00 AM Aerobics (Gym)
  6:30 PM Love & Logic Ministry Team (Various Rooms)*
   The Journey Band Rehearsal (Wesley Hall)*
  7:00 PM Men’s Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)*
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Thursday, June 18 - VBS setup begins
  6:30 PM Bariatric Support Group (Choir Room)
  7:30 PM Volleyball (Gym)*

Friday, June 19
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (AA Room)

Saturday, June 20
(No events scheduled, VBS setup in place)

* Childcare provided for children from birth to fifth grade
+ Activities provided for children from birth through 3-year- 

old Sunday school.

Safe Sanctuary Training
If you would like to serve our children and youth 

and have not received Safe Sanctuary training, please 
attend the training session on Monday, June 15, at 
6:00 p.m. in Room 136. Please bring addresses and 
phone numbers for three references. The training 
takes about an hour, and childcare is provided. If you 
have any questions, contact Jennifer Smiddy at ext. 
115.

CHURCH CALENDAR: JUNE 12 " JUNE 20, 2009

Emergency On Call - June 12-14
Don Hanshew

June Drivers
Morning: Tim McComas
After Church: Rachael Hedgepeth

Medical Transportation: Jean Payne

Stephen Ministry: Gail Clift

Intercessory Prayer
Mary Bolton; Tom Harrington

Capital Campaign Reminder
On May 31, we received Capital Campaign cards for both new commitments and recommitments.  

We are grateful to all who responded to this and want to encourage others to return their cards.  Having 
now completed one year of the campaign, there are two remaining years for pledges to be paid.  We hope 
you will respond if you have not already.  If we do not receive a recommitment from you, we will trust that 
your original commitment remains the same.  

For those of you who have not made a commitment at all, we hope you will prayerfully consider this.  
As we move towards the completion of the building and renovation project, we are already seeing ways in 
which our church is/can be a better tool for ministry.  

You may mail or bring a pledge card (found in the pews) to the church office or place it in the offering 
plate on Sunday.  Thank you for both your prayerful and financial support.



IN MEMORY AND HONOR

 Capital Campaign: In Memory Of: 
Bob Tadlock by Hal & Ruth Broome; Joe & Teresa 
Benson; Bill & Betty Dyke; Alma Painter by Betty 
Wildman; Jessie Eidson, George Wynn  by Joy 
Wynn; Wahnita Harrigan, Jack Harrigan by Dawn 
& David Nicely, Jack Schubert

General Fund: In Memory Of: Bob Tadlock  
by John & Karen Needy; Alma Painter by Mary 
Emma Scott
In Honor Of: Dan Kelly, Polly Kelly; Mary Emma 
Scott by Lula Mae Winegar

 Liberia Health Kits: In Memory Of: 
Laura & I.H. Petree by Frances P. Lawson
In Honor Of: the Christian Fellowship SS Class, 
UMW Circles by Frances P. Lawson

 Melton Scholarship Fund: In Memory Of: 
Lucia Fisher by Ed & Rose Jenkins

 Scholarship Fund: In Honor Of: 
Evelyn Carter by the Christian Fellowship SS Class

Sound & Light Fund: In Memory Of: 
Bob Tadlock by Ila & Pat Satterfield

MEMORIAM
Bob Tadlock, June 5, 2009
Our sympathy is extended to the family and 
friends.

OUR SYMPATHY
Bill Campbell, June 6, 2009
Our sympathy is extended to Tim and Gina 
Campbell in the loss of Tim’s brother.

Upcoming Youth Ministry Events
• July 26-31: Middle School Mission trip to Marion, VA

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events
• June 15, 7:00 pm: VBS Volunteers Meeting

• June 21, 5:00-7:00 pm: VBS Kick-Off at Fountain City 
Park.

• June 22-25, 9:00 am -12:15 pm: VBS daily program 
(must have been 3 years-old by September 30, 2008).

• July 15 - 6:00 - 8:00 pm :Wacky Water Wednesday - 
Family Fun on the FCUMC front lawn.

• July 31 - 7:00 - 9:00 pm: Popcorn and a Picture: Movie-
Night fun for the whole family.

• August 4, 6:00-8:30 pm: Summer Celebration Cookout 
and Church-wide Pool Party at Inskip Community Pool.

• August 16 - Promotion Sunday.

Braves vs Giants: July 23 in Atlanta
Fountain City UMC is joining other churches in 

the Fountain City community in planning this trip to 
see the Braves and Giants play in Atlanta.  Plans are 
to leave the church 6:45 a.m., travel to Chattanooga 
for breakfast at Shoney’s, and then continue on to 
Atlanta for the game.  We expect an exciting game, 
great weather, and no extra innings. Coming home, 
we will stop for a fast food meal between Atlanta 
and Chattanooga. With luck, we should return to 
Knoxville around 9:30 p.m.  Space is limited, so call 
your Dad, child, or friend and register early so you 
will not be “shut-out” of this opportunity.  Please call 
LeRoy Hatcher at ext.111 to register or if you have 
any questions.  The cost of the trip is $50 and 
includes breakfast, tickets, transportation, and 
hospitality.  The roster is limited, so get your name on 
the game line-up today, so you can make the travel 
team. Play Ball! Go Braves!

The Spiri" Bible Question
Question: Which Old Testament figure 

married his half-sister?

Know the answer? 
Email your answer to aduncan@fountaincityumc.org.

Last Week’s Answer: God set a mark upon Cain in order 
to protect him. (Genesis 4:14-15)

Congratulations to Bob Nichols & Susan Schumpert!
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OUR PRAYERS
Members in the Hospital as of June 9, 2009
(removed for privacy)

Members Recently Discharged from the Hospital
(removed for privacy)

OUR PRESENCE
Sunday, June 7, 2009
Sunday School        413
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship    209
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship   218
11:00 a.m. The Journey        72
WEE Worship (8:30 & 11:00)       56
Total Morning Worship                555

OUR GIFTS
Received 6/1-6/7          $32,210.31
Year to Date         $592,640.37
Expenses to Date        $574,292.83
Difference            $18,347.54
Salt & Light (June)            $35

OUR SERVICE
June 8:30 Ushers: Charles & Celia Thompson, 
Head Ushers; Eddie & Nancy Nolen, Dan & 
Allison Lore

June 11:00 Ushers: Al DeBusk, John G. Shipman, 
Head Ushers; Melissa Shipman, Paul & Michele 
Koontz, Neal Cook, John McTeer, Rachael 
Hedgepeth, Bob Chandler, Bill Reseigh

June Journey Ushers: Brent and Nicole Eldridge

June Greeters:  Jerry & Joan Griffey, Lili Holbert, 
Chris, Ann Marie, & Maria Hurst, Mary Simpson, 
Daniel & Wendy Hammonds

Sonny Melton Scholarship
 Applications are now being accepted for the Sonny 
Melton Scholarship to be awarded for fall semester 
2009.  It is preferred that interested applicants plan to 
major in education and have been or are currently 
active in the music ministry of the church.  Candidates 
applying for this scholarship should submit a letter of 
application, detailing their intended college major and 
career goals. Candidates should also include a resumé. 
Applications can be submitted to the church office or 
via e-mail to aduncan@fountaincityumc.org.  Deadline 
is June 30, 2009.


